
STATEMENT

Regarding Sexual Assaults in Our Club
Frankfurt am Main, April 9th, 2026 | Bembel Town Roller Derby RSV Frankfurt e.V.

1. Preliminary Remarks
We - the members of Bembel Town Roller Derby RSV Frankfurt e.V. - wish to make
a public statement: There have been cases of sexualized violence within our club.
This is a reality we must face, and one we are committed to addressing.
We are speaking out publicly because silence is not an option. Because those
affected have a right to have what happened to them acknowledged and taken
seriously. And because, as an all-gender club explicitly committed to queer-
feminist values, we bear a special responsibility.

2. What happened?
Over several years, there were instances of sexualized violence committed by a
member within our association. Warning signs were overlooked and ignored.
Even when incidents were reported, communication about them was
inadequate, and appropriate action was not taken. We had to acknowledge
that our organizational structures were not equipped to handle this serious
situation. We wish to take responsibility for this failure.

Specifically, we failed to adequately ensure the following:
An organizational culture in which everyone feels safe from the outset to
report incidents of sexual violence, even if they only witness them and are
not directly affected.
Compliance with our code of conduct, and that it clearly defines expectations
and consequences.
Binding protection policies that address sexual violence within the club
context and include clear, accessible reporting channels for victims of sexual
violence (The term "victim" is used here intentionally, as it was chosen by the
affected individuals themselves, even though different terms exist).
Trained contact persons who can act confidently and competently in such
cases to identify and address misconduct.
Transparent communication channels to ensure the flow of information for
all club members.

We will actively work to address these issues and seek professional guidance.
This process will take time. We are committed to conducting it seriously and
sustainably. We will keep the roller derby community transparently and
continuously informed about the progress of this process.

*The term “victim” is used deliberately here, as it was chosen by the affected persons
themselves, even though different terms exist.



3. Our Stance 
We take a stand:

There is no place for sexualized violence in our club!
We stand with the victims. Their experiences are at the center of our actions!
We offer no protection to perpetrators-neither through silence nor by
downplaying the issue!

4. To the Victims
If you have been affected by sexualized violence within our club's environment,
we would like to address you directly: You can contact us; we will treat your
report confidentially: awareness@bembel-town-rollerderby.de

Regardless of our club, you can contact external counseling centers at any time:
Awareness Team RDD: diversity@rollerderbygermany.de
Counseling Center for FLINTA* (Frankfurt): www.gewaltfreileben.org
Nationwide Crisis Hotline for Sexual Violence (Helpline for Violence Against
Women): 08000 116 016 (toll-free, 24/7)

5. Conclusion
We know that words alone are not enough. Trust must be regained through
action. We are committed to doing so.
We are grateful to everyone who is closely following this process and asking
questions. At the same time, it is important to us to handle the situation
sensitively, avoid fueling speculation, and protect those affected.
Therefore, we ask that you refrain from inquiring about details or engaging in
speculative discussions.

To all victims of sexual violence: We believe you. You are not to blame. You are
not alone.

Bembel Town Roller Derby RSV Frankfurt e.V.
09.04.2026

*Der Begriff “Opfer” wird hier bewusst verwendet, da er von den betroffenen Personen selbst
gewählt wurde, auch wenn unterschiedliche Begriffe existieren. 
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